ANew Project

It is becoming very apparent that the mgjority of the state schools are as yet
unprepared to meet the demands of blind and visually impaired children. The
teachers are not very trained and the schools are not properly equipped with the
required educational aids. These and many other inconveniences have resulted in a
serious declinein the standard of education. Thereare skillsthat the children would
till need to develop and subjects to learn. Therefore, we have planned a support
project for our childrenwho havejoinedinclusiveeducation.

Arrangements will be made for them to come to school every month for a long
weekend, in order to enhance their skills in computers, mobility and daily living
skills, crafts, domestic science, Englishand music. Thiswill also help themretaina
close link to Al-Shurooq School. The budget for such a project is approximately
£8000 (eight thousand pounds) for aperiod of ninemonths.

ANewArrival

Wearevery pleased to add to our family alovely seven-
year-old boy from Bir Zeit called Nasser. Inadditionto
his visual impairment, Nasser is also physically 3
disabled as a result of celebral palsy due to neonatal |

asyphexia. However, Nasser is a very witty little boy
and given proper care and education, hewill overcome.

When he first joined Al-Shurooq, Nasser found it very
difficult to accept being away from his family and
totally refused us being around him. It took awhile for
all of us, including Nasser, to adjust.

BrailleBook Production

For some time now, we've been fundraising for the purchase of anew Braille printer.
Fortunately, the society has signed an agreement with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) with the purpose of supplyingaBrailleprinter for
the society. However, the UNDP provided €22,000 towards the cost and the
remaining €10,000 was covered by the soci ety through your generousdonations. The
new printer will beinstalledinthenew premises.

During the last three months six new titles have been added to our book collection,
and two hundred fifty volumes of Braille books have been given out on loan, in
additiontotwelvePerkinsBraillers.

Thank you all for your support and wewish you ahappy Easter.
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It isquiteamazinghow quidkly weeks, months andyear spasshby. We
havealready gnethroughthefirs quarter o 2009. Theaud and
inhuman attack on Gaza, which garted in Decembear and ended in
January, gl hesitsdragticeffed oneve'y Palesinian. Suchatrodties
couldooour toeachandev ery oned usat all times. Weareall target of
thelgadi faces Sady, govanmentsd thedevd opedwarldturn a

bindeyetoall thetragedesthat Palestinianshav etoendureday after
day. Wheneve lgad choosss it hasfull fresdomtodemdish hausss,
farce peple to leave the country, kill and injure innooent pegple
Surdy, thereare ather ways o sdvingthe pradem o rocketsfalling |

Lardmay aneday lringpeace justiog andeguality tothepeopled this
Hdy Land '


http://www.nsfvh.org
HelenaShehadeh

Al-ShuroogMatters

Things at the school are going smoothly; the children are happy and studying hard.
The School's annual outing took place on March the 25", and as usual the trip wasto
Jericho, being the warmest town to goto. They went to the park they had beento last
year, to which some improvements had been made, and the children thoroughly
enjoyed themselves trying the different games.  They were lucky to have excellent
weather, particul arly asthepreviousday, it wasterribly cold and stormy. Membersof
thestaff did their bestto givethechildrenalovely time.

Children at the Banana Land - Jericho

Easter isfast approaching; and the childrenwill be going homefor along weekend so
that the Christian staff could take abreak. For the Christian community of the land,
Easter isextraspecial. The Greek Orthodox Churches have prayerson adaily basis
al duringlent. Theheight of these servicesarethe Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
of the Holy Week, Saturday and Sunday mark the peak of these celebrations. Please
pray with us, that the Christian community in thisland may retain their presence, in
order tokeep our faithalive, and thechurchessurvive.

An Excellent Volunteer

We had the privilege of having avolunteer to help with the children, particularly in
their freetime. Shewasableto comefor threeweeks; from February 22™ until March
15". Although Meghanisonly 19 years-old, shewas quite aresponsible young lady,
whofittedinwithusextremely well.  Shedid an excellent job with the children, and
they all loved her, she got along even with the most difficult ones who need alot of
care. Meghan was sent to us through Melrose Parish Church, where her parents are
membersof itscongregation. Thank you for sending her, wearegrateful for her help.

Meghan and the children

AwaitingtheBigMove

For the last six months some of us have been quite frustrated, aswewait month after
month for the new building to be completed. We now hope to be in, and settled
towardsthe end of April. Thefinal handover of the building took place on Monday
the 30" of March, then the cleaners started the hard task of clean the place prior to our
movingin.



